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1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: 

For claims 1-9, the prior art fails to teach a combination of 
establishing a routing table associated with each of the 
routers, the 

routing tables being based on the ZRIP protocol and defining 
routing table entry (RTE) records for storing the subnet 
mappings of the associated router; 

further defining each of the RTE records to include the UID 
structure as a data field associated with each of the subnet 
mappings; 

employing each router to assign subnet mappings to each segment 
connected to its interfaces and to populate the RTE records of 
its routing table with the subnet mappings in association with 
the UID values of each connected segment; 

exchanging RTE records between the routers and employing each 
router to compare RTE records received during the exchange with 
the RTE records in its routing table to detect if two or more 
subnet mappings are the same, whereupon a subnet conflict 
is declared. 
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For claim 29, the prior art fails to teach advertising the 
routes of the first router to the second router, wherein a route 
of the first router includes information on the path information 
must travel from the second router to get 

to a point on a segment coupled to the first router, and wherein 
these routes are communicated using routing table entries; 
augmenting the second routing table with the routing table 
entries advertised by the first router; detecting 
an address collision, wherein an address collision takes place 
if a first point on a first segment coupled to the first router 
has an identical address as a second point on a second segment 
coupled to the second router; sending a notification from the 
second router to the first router including the address 
collision information; and changing the identification of the 
first segment on the first router, wherein the new 
identification is unique throughout the entire network. 

For claim 37, the prior art fails to teach method of 
identifying a point on a network such that requires no user 
configuration, the method comprising the steps of: randomly 
selecting a network address for the point; broadcasting that 
address to a second point on the network; comparing the address 
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of the second point to the address of the first point; 
broadcasting the results of the comparison to the first node; 
and if the address of the first point and the address of the 
second point are identical, randomly selecting a new network 
address for the first point. 

For claim 47, the prior art fails to teach a computer 
network; a first network node coupled to the computer network, 
the first node- comprising an address selector for randomly 
selecting a network address, a network broadcaster for 
broadcasting that address to another network node, and a network 
receiver for receiving replies from another network 
node; a second network node coupled to the computer network 
having a unique network address, the second node comprising a 
network listener' for receiving the network address from the 
first node, an address comparator for comparing the address of 
the first node to the address of the second node, and a network 
broadcaster for sending the comparator results to the network 
listener of the first node. 
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Any coitiments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance.'' 

2 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to DANG T. 
TON whose telephone number is 571-272-3171. The examiner can 
normally be reached on MON-WED, 5:30 AM-6:00 PM and Thur 5:30- 
9:30 A.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, RAO SEEMA can be 
reached on 571-272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct .usptcgov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (t:oll-free) . 
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